


 

Minerals and Geology............................................................................................... 72 
Heritage Resources ................................................................................................... 73 
Developed and Dispersed Recreation ....................................................................... 73 
Designated Wilderness, Recommended Wilderness, and Wilderness Study Areas . 74 
Access and Travel Management ............................................................................... 75 
Partnerships............................................................................................................... 76 
American Indian Rights and Interests....................................................................... 76 

Objectives Component.................................................................................................. 77 
Soils, Watersheds, and Aquatic Ecosystems............................................................. 77 
Vegetative Composition, Size Class, and Structure.................................................. 78 
Wildlife and Plant Species Diversity ........................................................................ 78 
Forest Products.......................................................................................................... 79 
National Forest System Lands .................................................................................. 79 
Livestock Grazing..................................................................................................... 80 
Minerals and Geology............................................................................................... 80 
Heritage Resources ................................................................................................... 80 
Developed and Dispersed Recreation ....................................................................... 80 
Scenery...................................................................................................................... 81 
Designated Wilderness.............................................................................................. 81 
Access and Travel Management ............................................................................... 81 
American Indian Rights and Interests....................................................................... 82 

Suitability of Areas Component.................................................................................... 83 
General Suitability—Forest-Wide ............................................................................ 83 
General Suitability—by Management Areas ............................................................ 87 

Special Areas Component........................................................................................... 107 
Chapter 3: Design Criteria .............................................................................................. 111 

Guidelines Component................................................................................................ 111 
Soils, Watersheds, and Aquatic Ecosystems........................................................... 111 
Vegetative Composition, Size Class, and Structure................................................ 112 
Wildlife and Plant Species Diversity ...................................................................... 113 
Forest Products........................................................................................................ 115 
National Forest System Lands ................................................................................ 115 
Livestock Grazing................................................................................................... 116 
Heritage Resources ................................................................................................. 116 
Developed and Dispersed Recreation ..................................................................... 117 
Wilderness Dams (MA 1.1) .................................................................................... 117 
Access and Travel Management ............................................................................. 118 
Other Design Criteria.............................................................................................. 118 

Glossary .......................................................................................................................... 119 

 

ii 



 

Figures 
Figure 1: Vicinity Map of the Bitterroot National Forest. ................................................ 11 
Figure 2: Timber Volume Sold on the Bitterroot National Forest.................................... 26 
Figure 3: Vicinity Map of the Bitterroot National Forest Geographic Areas. .................. 42 
Figure 4: Map of the Bitterroot Geographic Area. ........................................................... 44 
Figure 5: Map of the Sapphire Geographic Area.............................................................. 48 
Figure 6: Map of the East Fork Geographic Area............................................................. 52 
Figure 7: Map of the West Fork Geographic Area. .......................................................... 56 
Figure 8: Map of the Selway Geographic Area. ............................................................... 60 
Figure 9: Timber Suitability Map. .................................................................................... 86 
Figure 10: Pie chart showing management area distribution across the Forest................ 88 
 

Tables 
Table 1: Strategic planning framework............................................................................... 9 
Table 2: Species composition desired condition............................................................... 20 
Table 3: Size class desired condition. ............................................................................... 21 
Table 4: Designated wilderness on the Bitterroot National Forest. .................................. 35 
Table 5: Species listed under the Endangered Species Act. ............................................. 69 
Table 6: Timber suitability classification ......................................................................... 85 
Table 7: Management area designations, acres, and percent of the Forest....................... 88 
Table 8: Potential classification of eligible wild, scenic and recreational rivers.............. 93 
Table 9: Special Areas for the Bitterroot National Forest. ............................................. 108 
Table 10: Guidelines for downed woody material and snags in tons per acre. .............. 113 
Table 11: Guidelines for number of snags per acre by dominant vegetation type. ........ 113 
Table 12: Animal species of interest with guidelines specific to a group or species...... 114 

 

iii 



 

iv 




